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ALLERGY, GENETICS

BANNED DNA TESTS

18.01.2007

The Korea Herald writes - as noticed by Hsien Hsien Lei

The government yesterday released a set of new regulations to ban or
restrict genetic tests in 20 categories amid ethical concerns over DNA tests
... According to the new guidelines, DNA labs will be banned from
conducting tests in 14 categories including body mass, intelligence,
strength, propensity for violence, longevity, mental health, diabetes, blood
pressure and asthma.

Although I do not believe that genetic testing for “asthma genes” will make any sense with-
out the context of scientific studies, | think that such regulations are overdue - at least
when genetic testing does not provide any benefit but may pose harm. If you have asthma
or not, is a clinical question - and the answer will be an appropriate treatment or not. If
you ever will get asthma is a question that nobody can answer. Even if genetic prediction
will be ever possible, there is still no preventive measurement (at least by Jan 18, 2006,
16:14:23) . Yea, yea.
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