
https://www.wjst.de/blog/sciencesurf/2007/04/filaggrin-makes-its-way/ Page 1

A 3rd paper in nature genetics details the filaggrin gene structure: exon 3 has 10 repeats
(as well as three variants FLG8+, FLG10+, FLF8+10+) and 15 SNPs – one of the few suc-
cess stories in allergy research. In the discussion section, they ask the rhetoric question:

This study raises questions of interest to the complex trait field. Would SNP tagging of
these multiple, relatively rare alleles, with frequencies no greater than 0.013, have readily
identified this particularly strong susceptibility gene?

Nay, nay.
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