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PHILOSOPHY

DANGER OF CONTINUOUS INFORMATION
FLOW

14.06.2009

Nassim Taleb points in his black swan book (p181 in the German edition 2008) towards the
“toxicity” of continuously added information. He is citing experiments from the 1960ies
where students were offered increasingly sharp pictures of water pipes. Students in the
group with slightly inceasing sharp pictures had much more problems to recognize the
pipe in constrast to the group being offered the same picture without any interim pictures.
Together with the experiments of Stuart Oskamp it seems more difficult to discover real
breakthroughs when being too deeply involved (and obsessed by getting the complete lit-
erature in a particular field). This even questions my daily Pubmed alerts; | will change

them now to monthly update.

CC-BY-NC Science Surf, accessed 06.05.2026, click to save as PDF



https://www.wjst.de/blog/sciencesurf/category/philosophy-of-science/
https://www.wjst.de/blog/sciencesurf/2009/06/danger-of-continuous-information-flow/
http://www.cgu.edu/pages/980.asp
https://www.wjst.de/blog/wp-content/themes/twentyfourteen-child1/pdf/?url=https://www.wjst.de/blog/sciencesurf/2009/06/danger-of-continuous-information-flow/
https://www.wjst.de/blog/impressum/
https://wordpress.org/

