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JUSTICE FOR ALAN TURING

17.09.2009

Petitions #10 has the full details:

2009 has been a year of deep reflection a€“ a chance for Britain, as a nation, to
commemorate the profound debts we owe to those who came before ... we have this year
a chance to mark and celebrate another contribution to Britaina€™s fight against the
darkness of dictatorship; that of code-breaker Alan Turing ... Turing was a quite brilliant
mathematician, most famous for his work on breaking the German Enigma codes. It is no
exaggeration to say that, without his outstanding contribution, the history of World War
Two could well have been very different ... The debt of gratitude he is owed makes it all
the more horrifying, therefore, that he was treated so inhumanely. In 1952, he was
convicted of a€"gross indecencya€™ a€“ in effect, tried for being gay. His sentence a€“
and he was faced with the miserable choice of this or prison - was chemical castration by
a series of injections of female hormones.

Horrifying...
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