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ALLERGY, GENETICS

LETS NOT CALL IT “GENE-ENVIRONMENT-
INTERACTION” ANYMORE

19.09.2009

(reminescence)

Gene-environment-interaction is a large bubble in complex disease research area with a la-
bel that is itself questionable. Genes do not interact with the environment (or only indirect-
ly); the environment does not interact with genes (situations like epigenetic modification
or induction of mutations are at least not meant here).

What is being meant by “gene-environment-interaction”, could be described as “genetical-
ly conditioned environmental influence” (GCEI) but not as GxE interaction... BTW is there

any online list of GCEIs?

CC-BY-NC Science Surf accessed 22.12.2025 IZ'



https://www.wjst.de/blog/sciencesurf/category/asthma-allergy/
https://www.wjst.de/blog/sciencesurf/category/genetics-biology/
https://www.wjst.de/blog/sciencesurf/2009/09/lets-not-call-it-gene-environment-interaction-anymore/
http://www.nature.com/ng/journal/v1/n1/abs/ng0492-3.html
https://www.wjst.de/blog/wp-content/themes/twentyfourteen-child1/pdf/?url=https://www.wjst.de/blog/sciencesurf/2009/09/lets-not-call-it-gene-environment-interaction-anymore/
https://www.wjst.de/blog/impressum/
https://wordpress.org/

