https://www.wjst.de/blog/sciencesurf/2012/04/the-fall-of-scientific-celebrities/ Page 1

GENETICS

THE FALL OF SCIENTIFIC CELEBRITIES
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»Wenn 500 Menschen beruhmt sind, ist keiner berihmt. Um also erkennbare Person-
lichkeiten, herausragende Gestalten zu schaffen, muss man von den 500 mindestens 490
in den Hintergrund drangen. Dabei handelt es sich nicht um ein wohlwollendes Ubersehen
- jenen 490 muss aller Lohn fur ihre Mihen entzogen werden, um ihn den 10 Glucklichen
zukommen zu lassen.”

Richard Sennett,
Verfall und Ende des offentlichen Lebens

“...if 500 people are famous, no one is, and so to find someone you can call a recogniz-
able personality, a man who stands out, at least 490 must be pushed into the background.
This is not benign neglect. Those 490 must be positively unrewarded in the same measure
the 10 are rewarded; by denial as much as approval, a few people will then be brought for-
ward as recognizable individuals.”

Richard Sennett,
The Fall of Public Man
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