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LA Times’ Michael Hiltzik reports yesterday

Researchers are rewarded for splashy findings, not for double-checking
accuracy. So many scientists looking for cures to diseases have been
building on ideas that aren’t even true.
…
A few years ago, scientists at the Thousand Oaks biotech firm Amgen set
out to double-check the results of 53 landmark papers in their fields of
cancer research and blood biology.
The idea was to make sure that research on which Amgen was spending
millions of development dollars still held up. They figured that a few of the
studies would fail the test — that the original results couldn’t be reproduced
because the findings were especially novel or described fresh therapeutic
approaches.
But what they found was startling: Of the 53 landmark papers, only six could
be proved valid.

I can confirm that finding.
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