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No One Is Safeguarding Your DNA

A person’s privacy can be compromised if a third or fourth cousin takes a home DNA test
… The growing popularity of consumer DNA testing has helped law enforcement make
arrests in decades-old crimes that would otherwise have remained cold cases. That may
not be entirely good news for the rest of us, because using the technology to trace DNA to
suspected criminals requires police to use a whole lot of other people’s genetic data, too.
Like cell phone data a decade ago, it’s hard to say how all this information might be
employed in the future. Imagine drug companies using it to target ads, life insurers using
vast networks of relatedness to determine risk, or a scorned ex-lover employing the
technique in some very 21st century stalking.

Yea, yea.
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