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“The false dichotomy between private interest and public good” by
https://www.nuffieldbioethics.org/blog

‘Good’ and ‘public benefit’ are subjective concepts and will vary according to individual
perceptions and context. Private and public interest are inevitably intertwined and pitting
them against each other creates a false dichotomy. For example, if patients cease to trust
their clinicians or more broadly the NHS, public good will suffer. Furthermore, extensive ex-
ploration of public attitudes towards sharing medical data has found that people approve
in general for their data to be used for medical research and for ‘good causes’, whether en-
vironmental, social or medical, but they do not approve of their data to be used for com-
mercial purposes or for powerful companies to profit at society’s expense.
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