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Cosmos has an interesting article

The list of retractions and editorial issues of concern, even from the most-respected
peer-reviewed journals, swells daily, exposing the underlying problem of expecting peer
review to act as the gatekeeper for scientific rectitude and rigour. This is a job for which it
is woefully inadequate.

Academic peer review became an integral part of the scientific publishing process in the
early 1970s and quickly became synonymous with trustworthiness - both of the journal
and of the science itself...“One of the biggest issues in peer review is the lack of incentive
to do a good job,” says medical researcher Dr Hannah Wardill, from the University of
Adelaide. “There is no oversight and no training. People are just so thinly spread. None of
these factors facilitate a robust and thorough peer-review system.”
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