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SOFTWARE

Al PERPETUATING NONSENSE - THE MAD
DISORDER

12.08.2023

Petapixel had an interesting news feed leading to a paper that shows what happens when

Al models are trained on Al generated images

The research team named this Al condition Model Autophagy Disorder, or
MAD for short. Autophagy means self-consuming, in this case, the Al image
generator is consuming its own material that it creates.

more seriously

What happens as we train new generative models on data that is in part
generated by previous models. We show that generative models lose
information about the true distribution, with the model collapsing to the
mean representation of data

As the training data will soon include also Al generated content - just because nobody can
discriminate human and Al content anymore - we will soon see MAD results everywhere.

CC-BY-NC Science Surf accessed 16.02.2026 I'_.""



https://www.wjst.de/blog/sciencesurf/category/computer-software/
https://www.wjst.de/blog/sciencesurf/2023/08/ai-perpetuating-nonsense-the-mad-disorder/
https://petapixel.com/2023/08/11/ai-trained-on-ai-images-produces-terrible-results-study-finds/
https://www.cl.cam.ac.uk/~is410/Papers/dementia_arxiv.pdf
https://www.wjst.de/blog/wp-content/themes/twentyfourteen-child1/pdf/?url=https://www.wjst.de/blog/sciencesurf/2023/08/ai-perpetuating-nonsense-the-mad-disorder/
https://www.wjst.de/blog/impressum/
https://wordpress.org/

