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GENETICS, PHILOSOPHY

| NEVER READ THE INTRODUCTION OF AN
ARTICLE

24.08.2023

| never read the introduction of an article, seldom the discussion section, but | always scan
the methods and sometimes (if the methods warrant it) also the tables and figures. It
seems that | am not alone here.

The survey indicated that individuals at different career stages valued
different sections of scientific papers, and skill in reading the results section
develops slowly over the course of an academic career.

2 T More important

Results - figures + tables
{(H=18.0, P<0.001**)

Results - text
(H=10.3, P=0.036")

» Methods

(H=43.8, P<0.001"")
Abstract

(H=24.4, P<0.001**)
Introduction
(H=3.9, P=0.409)

Discussion
(H=31.7, P<0.001*")

Importance Rank (mean)

2nd year 3rd year PhD PostDoc Academic
Career Stage

https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pon
e.0189753

So why do we still write papers with an introduction that is longer than 1 sentence?
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