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SCIENTIFIC MYTHS

27.04.2024

lim Baggott quotes John Heilbron, a Kuhn scholar, on the question what is a scientific myth

A scientific myth is not produced by accident or error. It requires effort. “To
qualify as a myth, a false claim should be persistent and widespread,”
Heilbron said in a 2014 conference talk. “It should have a plausible and
assignable reason for its endurance, and immediate cultural relevance,” he
noted. “Although erroneous or fabulous, such myths are not entirely wrong,
and their exaggerations bring out aspects of a situation, relationship or
project that might otherwise be ignored.”

CC-BY-NC Science Surf accessed 05.03.2026



https://www.wjst.de/blog/sciencesurf/category/asthma-allergy/
https://www.wjst.de/blog/sciencesurf/2024/04/scientific-myths/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-024-01216-z
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2023/nov/21/john-heilbron-obituary
https://www.wjst.de/blog/impressum/
https://wordpress.org/

