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Jim Baggott quotes John Heilbron, a Kuhn scholar, on the question what is a scientific myth

A scientific myth is not produced by accident or error. It requires effort. “To
qualify as a myth, a false claim should be persistent and widespread,”
Heilbron said in a 2014 conference talk. “It should have a plausible and
assignable reason for its endurance, and immediate cultural relevance,” he
noted. “Although erroneous or fabulous, such myths are not entirely wrong,
and their exaggerations bring out aspects of a situation, relationship or
project that might otherwise be ignored.”
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