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NOTEWORTHY

BRANDOLINIS LAW AGAIN

29.11.2024

“The amount of energy needed to refute bullshit is an order of magnitude bigger than that
needed to produce it (source)”

With the election of Donald Trump, his appointment of advisers who are on
record as dismissing scientific evidence, and the emboldening of deniers on
everything from climate change to vaccinations, the amount of nonsense
written about science on the Internet (and elsewhere) seems set to rise. So
what are we, as scientists, to do?

Most researchers who have tried to engage online with ill-informed
journalists or pseudoscientists will be familiar with Brandolini’'s law (also
known as the Bullshit Asymmetry Principle): the amount of energy needed
to refute bullshit is an order of magnitude bigger than that needed to
produce it. Is it really worth taking the time and effort to challenge, correct
and clarify articles that claim to be about science but in most cases seem to
represent a political ideology?

| think it is.
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