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I have occasionally selected a paper of the year, that I enjoyed most for reading. Usually
this was not a breakthrough paper but a more hidden pearl. BMJ Christmas and Ig Nobel
2024 were funny, sure, but here is my selection from the literature, a correspondence

Can a biologist fix a radio? — Or, what I learned while studying apoptosis Cancer Cell Vol-
ume 2, Issue 3 P179-182 September 2002

A more successful approach will be to remove components one at a time or to use a
variation of the method, in which a radio is shot at a close range with metal particles. In
the latter case radios that malfunction (have a “phenotype”) are selected to identify the
component whose damage causes the phenotype. Although removing some components
will have only an attenuating effect, a lucky postdoc will accidentally find a wire whose
deficiency will stop the music completely. The jubilant fellow will name the wire
Serendipitously Recovered Component (Src) and then find that Src is required because it is
the only link between a long extendable object and the rest of the radio. The object will be
appropriately named the Most Important Component (Mic) of the radio. A series of studies
will definitively establish that Mic should be made of metal and the longer the object is the
better, which would provide an evolutionary explanation for the finding that the object is
extendable.

 

CC-BY-NC Science Surf 23.12.2024, access 21.10.2025 

JOKE

PAPER OF THE YEAR
23.12.2024

Impressum Proudly powered by WordPress

SKIP TO CONTENT

https://www.wjst.de/blog/sciencesurf/category/joke-fun/
https://www.wjst.de/blog/sciencesurf/2024/12/paper-of-the-year/
https://www.bmj.com/content/387/bmj-2024-081948
https://www.nationalgeographic.de/wissenschaft/2024/09/betrunkene-wuermer-und-andere-kuriositaeten-der-ig-nobelpreis-2024
https://www.nationalgeographic.de/wissenschaft/2024/09/betrunkene-wuermer-und-andere-kuriositaeten-der-ig-nobelpreis-2024
https://www.cell.com/cancer-cell/fulltext/S1535-6108(02)00133-2
https://www.cell.com/cancer-cell/fulltext/S1535-6108(02)00133-2
https://www.wjst.de/blog/wp-content/themes/twentyfourteen-child1/pdf/?url=https://www.wjst.de/blog/sciencesurf/2024/12/paper-of-the-year/
https://www.wjst.de/blog/impressum/
https://wordpress.org/

