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13 € for a paperback, this is “An Epidemic of Absence. A new way of understanding aller-
gies and autoimmune disease”. It is written by Moises Velasquez-Manoff , a journalist other-
wise working for the “The Christian Science Monitor”. As his online bio reports “he
dreamed of writing novels”. I would wish he would done so.

The outset is rather clear – Velasquez-Manoff wants to find a cure for his own autoimm-
mune disease. While this may be a legitimate justification for collecting information about
a given topic, the method by Velasquez-Manoff is not. At a first glance, it looks like a seri-
ous book, well written, interesting facts presented in a coherent manner followed by nu-
merous references. Maybe that made such an impression on the (numerous) positive re-
viewers. Maybe all the positive reviewers are experienced science journalists that judged
by the overall impression plus some common sense plus some specific knowledge. But, Ve-
lasquez-Manoff did never hear the other side (on p.310, he even admits who has read and
commented on sections of the manuscript: exclusively scientists in favor of the hygiene hy-
pothesis). To recognize that you need to be a scientist – journalists would not notice that.

I compiled a long list the errors but feel now, that it would be too time consuming to write
that down here. As far as it concerns me (p. 99) there was no grant to win in Munich as the
study Velasquez-Manoff is talking about was a commissioned study. And sorry (p.100) I
wrote the full grant application comparing East and West Germany children and did large
part of the field study. Furthermore, I am not convinced (p.101) that the East West Ger-
man differences ever supported the hygiene hypothesis, it is something different. And it
was not in 2000 (p.102) that someone published on day care (p. 102), we wrote that al-
ready in 1999. Audiatur et altera pars, yea, yea.
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