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The conference series started in 1986 while the 12th conference was organized by Jeff

Drazen with local support of Adam Wanner.

Table 1. SUMMARY OF TAC CONFERENCE TOPICS AND CHAIRS

Year Topic Chair

1986 Interaction between inflammatory response  and smooth muscle Jay Nadel

1987 The role of neuropeptides in regulating  airway function John Widdicombe
1988 Airway epithelial function James Hogg
1989 Receptors and second messengers Peter Barnes
1990 Pulmonary epithelial growth and repair Jerome Brody
1991 Airway mucin Carol Basbaum
1992 Airway circulation Adam Wanner
1993 Integrins and other adhesion molecules John McDonald
1994 Proteases and antiproteases Jay Nadel

1995 The biology of viral infections David Tyrell

1996 Interactions of bacteria with airway cells and secretions Reuben Ramphal
1997 The genetics of asthma Jeffrey Drazen
1998 Biology of airway smooth muscle Alan Leff

1999 Inflammation in COPD Peter Jeffery

Sponsored by Boehringer Ingelheim, the participant list is the WHO is WHO in pulmonary
genetics at that time: Bleecker, Meyers, Woolcock, Weiss, Burrows, Postma, Kauffmann,
Dizier, LeSouef, Blumenthal, Banks-Schlegel, Slutsky, Zamel, Ober, Bousquet, Vercelli,
Barnes, Adcock, Dahlen, Pauwels, Lewitt, Aron, Martinez, Cookson, Moffatt, Rosenwasser,

Liggett, Rich, Papadopoulos, Levitt, Holgate, Elston, Morton and Marsh. Many of them do

So it may be a nice idea to recollect some memories. Here are some scans of the black
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and white film roll that was in my camera when traveling to Florida during this famous win-
ter 25 years ago. | prepared my talk in the weeks before - it was already my second post
doc position - but while crossing the Atlantic my former boss forced me to hand over my
slides and explain him the affected sib pair design and marker placement. So | could not
even present my study at this conference.

The taxi driver outside at Southwest Florida International Airport when asked to carry us
to the hotel looked at me first and then he said “you know, this is for millionaires only”. In-
deed it was one of the most luxurious conference settings that | remember.

And the meeting remained famous as Cookson presented here an association to a gene
that never existed (FceR1RB ...) while Slutsky presented ... basically nothing although every-
body wanted to know “the gene” of the Boehringer/Sequana/Tristan study.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

SEQUANA DISCOVERS ASTHMA GENE

CONTACTS:

Sequana Therapewtics, La Jolla
Bob Giargiart, 6 19%646-83 1 2hob & sequana com

LA JOLLA, CALTFORNIA (May 21, 1997): Sequana Therapeutics, Inc. (Nasdag: SONA) Wednesday announced that it has discovered a gene
respansible for asthma. The discovery, made through Sequana's strategic alliance with Bochringer Ingelheim, will provide new clues into
improved diagnosis and treatment of asthma, the leading cause of hospitalization and absenteeism in the United States.

Screenshot Sequana Website by Feb 15, 1998. Sequana Therapeutics Inc was founded in 1993 and acquired by
Axys Pharmaceuticals Inc. in 1997. Axys was later bought by Celera Genomics while Celera was aquired by Quest
Diagnostics. Quest still exists in 2022.

The meeting remains in the collective memory as the meeting with a “scientific result with-

| still think that there was some excellent science behind, only the result was kept secret
due to the commercial interest of Sequana (later Axys) and Boehringer Ingelheim. Only a
year later | learned during a visit in Ingelheim, that they paid only but were not involved in
the study. Noe Zamel and Patricia McClean spent 6 weeks on a boat and the island
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Asthma Related Genes

DOCUMENT 1D DATE PUBLISHED
US B0BT4E5 A 2000-07-11

INVENTOR INFORMATION

NAME cITY STATE ZIP CODE COUNTRY
Brooks-Wilson; Angela R. San Diego CA MiA A
Buckler; Alan Cardiff Ca A A
Carden; Lon San Diego CA A M

Carey; Alisoun H. San Diego CA A A
Galvin; Margaret Encinitas CA MIA MIA

Miller; Andrew San Diego CA A MiA

Morth; Michael San Diego CA MIA MIA

ASSIGNEE INFORMATION

NAME ciTY STATE ZIP CODE COUNTRY
AxyS Pharmaceuticals, Inc. South San Francisco CA PA MiA

TYPE CODE

02

APPLICATION NO DATE FILED

09009913 1998-01-21

DOMESTIC PRIORITY (CONTINUITY DATA)

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application claims benefit of priority under 35 U.5.C., .5cin, 118(e) to U5, Provisional Patent Application Ser. Mo, 600035 663, filed
Jan. 21, 1997, and to U.5. Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 60/051.432, filed Jul. 1, 1997, the contents of which are hereby
incorporailed in their entirety.

US CLASS CURRENT:
536/23.5,536/23.1

CPC CURRENT
TYPE CPC DATE
CPCI CO7T K 14/47 2013-01-01

https://patents.google.com/patent/US6087485A/en

Lon Cardon now CEO of the Jackson Lab probably did the analysis but as we now know, the

the starting point to one of the largest efforts to decipher a complex human disease. 25
years and roughly 65,000 articles later we now know the most important genes but still

not enough to improve asthma diagnosis and therapy.

So here are the pictures that | have found only recently. | developed the film right after the
trip, it was an Ilford HP5 and even made a contact sheet but it then vanished in a drawer -
| apologize for taking some images during lunch.
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#4 Kathleen Barnes, David Marsh, lan Hall

#5 Romain Pauwels, Malcom Blumenthal
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#6 Adam Wanner
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#8 Pamel Amelung

#9 George de Sanctis, Noe Zamel
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#11 Susan Banks-Schlegel, Dirkje Postma
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#12 lan Hall

#13 Malcom Blumenthal
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#14 Malcom Blumenthal

#16 Homer Boushey
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#19 Ed Silverman

#20 Susan Banks-Schlegel
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#21 Noe Zamel

#22 Arthur Slutsky
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#25 Marsha Wills-Karp

#26 Scott Weiss, Jeff Drazen
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#27 Adam Wanner, Romain Pauwels
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#29 Francine Kauffmann

#30 Fernando Martinez, Lanny Rosenwasser
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#31 Noe Zamel, NN

#32 Peter Sterk


https://www.wjst.de/blog/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Img031.jpg
https://www.wjst.de/blog/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Img032.jpg

https://www.wjst.de/blog/sciencesurf/2022/02/25-years-transatlantic-airway-conference-1997-on-genetics-in-key-biscayne/
Page 18



https://www.wjst.de/blog/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Img033.jpg
https://www.wjst.de/blog/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Img034.jpg

https://www.wjst.de/blog/sciencesurf/2022/02/25-years-transatlantic-airway-conference-1997-on-genetics-in-key-biscayne/
Page 19

#36 Bill Cookson, Miriam Moffatt
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#39 Fernando Martinez
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